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The Athabasca Early Child Development Community Coalition (AECDCC) is 
working to bring forward new perspectives on what children need in the early 
stages of their development to be prepared for their schooling years  

At an earlier meeting of the coalition, they received results from the 2011 Early 
Development Instrument study (EDI) regarding how well prepared children are 
when they enter into kindergarten schooling. The results were not made public as 
of press time, but the coalition was happy with what they saw. 

“The coalition was formed in 2011 and we are working to find out if the Early 
Child Development (ECD) programs that are currently in place are effective and if 
not, what can we do to fix or improve them,” coalition coordinator Pat Pederson 
said. “The government gave the regions that were created $50,000 over two years 
to create groups and run studies to know what areas need more focus.” 

The initiative that Pedersen mentioned is the ECD Mapping Initiative led by 
Alberta Education which is a five-year research and community development 
undertaking that includes implementations of the EDI in kindergarten classes 
across the province. The goal is to help Albertans to better understand how their 
young children are doing and to work together to support healthy growth and 
development. 

According to the Early Child Development Mapping Project Alberta (ECMap) 
website, the results of the EDI surveys done in various communities across the 
province were first being released to the community coalitions through a 
Community Information Package. It is then up to the coalition as to how the 
information is subsequently released to the public and the coalitions have 
approximately three months to share the information, noted Valary Howard, 
community development coordinator for ECMap. 

“The EDI is not about the individual child but rather how the communities as a 
whole are doing across Alberta,” Howard said. “It’s a population-based measure. 
In Alberta parents had to sign consent and give permission for it to be done and it’s 
a broad tool used for many different purposes; we are just using it to map child 
development in this case. It’s simply a snapshot to see how the children are 
developing at that moment in time to see how things might be improved upon.” 



The mapping process takes into account the completed EDI, socio-economic 
information drawn from census data and an inventory of the resources available in 
each community. According to the ECMap website, combining EDI results with 
information on socio-economic status, community resources and characteristics 
allows the mapping process to not only look at how children are developing but 
why they may be developing the way they are, whether they are doing well or 
having difficulties. The website also noted that research suggests socio-economic 
and community factors can vary widely from one geographic area to another and 
have a great impact on child development. 

The study survey was done in 2011 and the second portion of the survey was 
completed in spring 2012. In order for the results to be released there had to have 
been a minimum of 75 per cent for consent per population. At the time, the results 
being discussed were from the 2011, noted Lisa Day, Chair of the AECDCC and 
one of the kindergarten teachers who conducted the survey. 

The idea behind the study is to focus on the early years because new brain 
research suggests that the time from newborn to five years old is the most critical 
years for development in the long run, noted Pedersen. 

“Why focus on the early years? It’s because research suggests that it’s the time 
when the foundation is laid for everything else in that person’s life,” Pedersen said. 
“What children learn in that time impacts them for lifelong learning, health, 
behaviours, and general well-being.” 

Howard said she is happy with the discussions held by coalition members about 
what they learned and is hopeful for the future. 

“I think it was a very good session,” Howard said. “The commitment and focus 
this group has is just fantastic to see – the love for the community and they are so 
passionate about working together and with young children, it’s a delight to see. 

“It’s nice to have brainstorming sessions like this that then bring the focus in. I 
think people were impressed with the results and look forward to being able to 
share them with the rest of the people in the community.” 

Reinforcing early development 

In order to reinforce children’s development in the early years, the coalition is 
working on a side project to get special placemats out to the five focus 
communities. 



The placemats have games on the front for children aged six years and under 
and information on the resources available to community members for the parents 
on the back. 

“It’s part of our coalition mandate to have the placemats created to help get the 
information out to the public about the kinds of resources that are available to help 
with early child development,” Pedersen said.  

The placemats will be available for Athabasca and area, Boyle, Rochester, 
Smith, and Grassland but Pedersen noted that if anyone wishes to have a placemat 
made for their specific community that is not listed, they can contact Pedersen at 
780-206-7259. 
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