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People are always looking for ways to cut back and reduce their spending. For 
Bruno Wiskel of Mr. V’s The Place for Trees: Garden Centre & Tree Nursery, 
cutting back doesn’t actually mean cutting anything out of his life, but rather using 
nature to reduce costs in his home. 

 Wiskel lives in a cottage during the summer months off his property near Boyle 
on the corner of Highway 663 and Highway 63, but during the winter the 25-acre 
landscape designer’s home and business is where you’ll find him. The house was 
originally built in 2000 to his designs, which incorporate a specific orientation of 
the house in terms of where windows and doors are placed, and certain plants on 
specific sides of the house for different purposes. The 3-story, 5,500 square foot 
house is almost twice as big as an average house in Edmonton and uses up to 90 
per cent less natural gas for heating then the smaller version in Edmonton, 
according to Wiskel. This is only made possible by orientation of the house and the 
types of landscaping that surround it, Wiskel said. 

“The idea is to orientate the house to how the elements work,” Wiskel said. “The 
wind travels from the Northwest about 50 to 55 per cent of the time so there are no 
windows or doors on that side of the house. That side of the house also ends up 
being partially in shade and so there were spruce trees planted there on the North 
side because they grow three times faster in partial shade then in direct sunlight. In 
the end, the house helps the trees grow and the trees helps shade the house and 
keep it cool in the summer.” 

Wiskels’s philosophy extends to the rest of the house and the business as well. 
With a background in geology and an avocation in horticulture, Wiskel finds that 
using nature and the world around him to keep his energy bills down is the best 
idea possible. He said to keep the house cool in the summer you have to reduce the 
solar gain (or how much sunlight enters the house) and increase the airflow (and do 
the opposite to keep the house warm in the winter) which is why there are no 
windows on the North side where the coldest air comes from and there are more on 
the south side of the home. 

Because the wind typically travels from the Northwest, he said it’s important to 
put beautiful and also fragrant plants on that side so when the wind blows it smells 
nice too. The same can be said for the Southeast winds that typically only blow in 
the summer months. On the south side of his home he has Mayday trees that offer a 



sweet fragrant smell in the summer but also offer a visual effect in the fall and 
winter when the colours change. Given that natural trees in Alberta typically 
change to yellow in the fall, Wiskel said he likes Maydays because the leaves turn 
red and offer some variety in the colours of the yard. Also, the chokecherries the 
tree produces offer a visual effect when birds come to eat them as well. 

“The rule of thumb is that the trees planted should not be taller than the gable 
side of the house,” Wiskel said. “This way they offer shade in the summer and 
when the leaves fall off in the fall and winter they let sunlight into the home to help 
warm it up – having the leaves of the tree change to red helps to bring colour in as 
well. When you have sight, scent, and sounds mixed together you feel good.” 

 The 12-year-old home was built to work like the “net-zero” home in Edmonton 
that produces as much or more energy than it consumes over the course of a year. 
In this case, it’s not so much that Wiskel’s home produces energy, but rather 
doesn’t really have the need to consume any in terms of heating costs. The savings 
in the energy costs means it costs less than the net-zero home, said Wiskel. 

“The duplex that was built by Gordon Howeel costs about $750,000 to build 
because of the solar panels, which average out to about $650 per square foot,” 
Wiskel said. “My home costs $86,000 to build three floors and only about $35 per 
square foot. The average heating bill for the year is only about $300 so the savings 
is quite a lot of money.” 

Part of the savings also comes from the design of the house itself, said Wiskel. 
He noted that the square building with no hallways and elongated rooms that flow 
from north to south help to mix the cold air from the north with the warm from the 
south to keep the house a comfortable temperature all year round.  

It’s not just about saving on energy costs. Mr. V’s was once a vegetable and 
fruit only farming production but over the years he shifted his focus to landscaping 
with trees for sale and other plants as well. Most recently, Wiskel has gotten back 
into fruit production as a prosperous endeavour. On his acreage he produces 
multiple varieties of cherries, apples, raspberries, Saskatoon berries, gooseberries, 
currants, hazelnuts, walnuts and more – all of which he sells through his business 
as well as some local businesses in Boyle including Aspen A&G foods. 

The storefront and gift shop on the property also sells fabrics, knitted objects, 
giftware, and homeopathic items like essential oils, all of which are either locally 
made or Canadian produced. 



Wiskel said the savings he brings in from energy costs he puts back into 
landscaping, which is a philosophy he hopes other will adapt too. 

 “The more a house is oriented in the right direction and the right plants are used 
to help keep it cool or hot, the more money people can have jingling in their 
pockets to make things beautiful in the yard,” Wiskel said. “If it doesn’t look nice, 
smell nice, or you can’t eat it, it’s not worth planting. People should landscape for 
efficiency and for beauty also and they work well together if done right.” 

For more information contact Wiskel at 780-689-2944 or visit www.mrvs.net. 
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